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ABSTRACT 

Research on effective schools has identified a safe 
and orderly environment as a prerequisite for academic success, but 
in recent years educators and policy makers have expressed concern 
about possible increases in the incidence of school-related criminal 
behavior. Between 1976 and 1991, blacks were more likely to be 
threatened, and more likely to be injured, with a weapon in school 
than whites, with approximately 1 in 10 black high school seniors 
reporting being injured with a weapon in school. The most frequent 
type of victimization in high school was having had something stolen 
(approximately 4 in 10 overall). Nearly one in four reported that 
their property had been deliberately damaged or that they had been 
threatened without a weapon. A table gives percentages of high school 
seniors reporting being victimized in school by type of victimization 
and by race. Two figures illustrate trends in victimization with and 
without weapons. (SLD) 
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Research on effective schools has Identified a safe and orderly environment as a prerequisite for 
promoting student academic success, Lack of school safety can reduce school effectiveness. Inhibit 
student learning, and place students who are already at risk for school failure for other reasons In 
further Jeopardy In recent years, educators and policymakers have voiced growing concern about 
possible Increases In the Incidences of school-related criminal behavior. 

► Between 1976 and 1991, blacks were both more likely to be theatened with and more likely to be 
injured with a weapon in school than whites. In 1991, for example, about 1 in 10 black and about 1 
in 19 white high school seniors reported being injured with a weapon at school. However, there were 
few other differences in the in-school victimization rates of black and white high school seniors over 
this period. 

► For blacks, in most crime categories, there was little increase in the victimization rate between 1976 
and 1991, except for something being stolen. In most crime categories whites did experience some 
increase in victimization. 

► In 1991, of those high school seniors reporting being victimized, the most frequently reported type of 
victimization was having had something stolen (approximately 4 in 10). The least frequently reported 
type of victimization was having been injured with a weapon (nearly 1 in 19). About 1 in 4 reported 
that their property had been deliberately damaged or that they were threatened without a weapon. 



Percentage of high school seniors reporting being victimized in school, by type of victimization, and by 
raco/ethnlclty: 1976-1991 
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1 The response category "something stolen from you" is comprised of two separate questions: 1) "Has something of yours (worth 
under $5Q) been stolen?", and 2) "Has something of yours (worth over $50) been stolen?" The responses to both questions have 
been coKapsed In this category. 

2 The weapons category inokjdes: knife, gun or club. The question was: "Has someone injured you with (or without) a weapon 
(like a Knlfa Gun or Club)?" 



NOTE: A regression analysis was used to determine trends over time between the races. Therefore, individual year differences 
between the races might be statistically different, while the trend over time is not. 

SOURCE: University of Michigan, Survey Research Center, Institute for Social Res9arch, MonitorinQ foe Future. 



U.S. Department of Education 



Office of Educational Research and Improvement 
3 NCE8 94-406 



Percentage of high school seniors reporting being victimized in school, by race/ethnicity: 1976-1991 
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SOURCE: University of Michigan, Survey Research Center, institute for Social Research, Monitoring the Future, unpublished tabulations. 

This Indicator is extracted from The Condition of Education, 1993. It is In the public domain and all or part may be reproduced with appropriate cite. 
Suggested Citation: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, The Condition of Education, 1993, Washington, D.C.: 
1993. For information on obtaining camera ready copy, please contact Carol Sue Frombolutl at 555 New Jersey Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20208, 
(202) 219-1672, To obtain a copy of the full volume of The Condition of Education, call the Government Printing Office Order and Information Desk at 
(202) 783-3238, order number S/N 065-000-00584-1 . 
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